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· Madame President of the Inter-American Commission of Women, Minister Nilcéa Freire;
· Members of the Executive Committee;
· Delegates to the Commission;
· Distinguished Permanent Representatives and Alternates; 
· Madame Executive Secretary, ladies and gentlemen: 

In my capacity as Chair of the Permanent Council, it is an honor for me to welcome you to the Second Regular Session of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).  Allow me to express my support and encouragement for the work that it is being carried out by the CIM to promote women’s human rights and gender equity and equality in the Hemisphere. 
During the four-plus years of my tenure as Permanent Representative of my country to the OAS I have seen the CIM grow in strength and stature by developing precise and specific strategies to address its challenges. I have also seen how of CIM’s efforts have influenced the General Assembly mandates, inspiring the Permanent Council to become more involved in gender issues and more proactive in integrating a gender perspective in it own policies and programs. 

It is noteworthy that the mandates of the just concluded Summit of the Americas, which addressed the need to create jobs to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance, also significantly reinforce the platform for women´s social and economic empowerment.  When dealing with the issue of poverty, we know that women constitute the majority of the poor; and even when not restricted by law, their role in society is all too often circumscribed by cultures and traditions that are discriminatory.  
But, we also know that the income earned by women living in poverty can yield higher health and social benefits than that earned by men, because women tend to invest resources, scarce though they may be, in health, education, and the well-being of their children and family.  

Therefore by focusing specifically on improving the access of women living in poverty to social and economic resources, we can improve the well being of the whole of society. For this reason, to achieve effective results in the fight against poverty, governments must intentionally promote the access of women living in poverty to productive and decent work and adopt measures that support their diverse roles as producers and reproducers.  Cognizant of this challenge, in my country for example, the Department of Gender Affairs (which functions under the Ministry of Social Development, Community and Gender Affairs) has conducted programs for rural women, empowering them with marketable skills and with training as entrepreneurs.   It has also promoted institutional mechanisms to advance the status of women and created leadership opportunities for them.  

In another area that is of great concern to the CIM, domestic violence, Saint Kitts and Nevis stands by its commitments. My country criminalized domestic violence, including emotional abuse, and provides penalties. Although many women are reluctant to file complaints or to pursue them in the courts, there have been publicly pursued cases of both domestic violence and rape and there have also been convictions.  We have been active in protecting women from spousal abuse, and abandonment by conducting training on the prevention of domestic violence and gender violence not only for women but for officials of the police, fire departments, nurses, school guidance counselors, and other public servants and equally important, by offering support and counseling for victims of abuse. There is also a weekly radio program which discusses primary gender issues, including domestic violence. But we are not unmindful of the magnitude of the challenge. We understand that there is much more work to be done. 

We understand that dealing with gender related issues requires a cooperative, comprehensive and multi-sectorial approach. I am very pleased, therefore, to see on the agenda of this meeting the continuance of the gender mainstreaming project within the OAS, a project funded by the Government of Canada. I wish CIM every success with this initiative. The successes of the training will not only benefit the work within the OAS by integrating a gender perspective in its policies, projects, and programs but, with cross cutting effect, it will also impact the activities carried out by the OAS in our countries. 

Finally, I want to suggest that the CIM takes advantage of all the mandates that already exist, particularly such powerful mandates as the Inter-American Program on the Promotion on Women Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, to establish a strategic partnership with the Permanent Council, so that the issue of gender becomes even more clearly articulated as an intrinsic element of every part of our work.

Please be assured that you will have my full support not only as a President of the Permanent Council but also as Permanent Representative of St. Kitts and Nevis to the Organization of American States. 
I am looking forward to the results of your deliberations. I am certain that they will provide clear guidelines and thoughtful direction in furthering the objectives of Inter-American Commission of Women.
I thank you for the invitation to share in theses opening proceedings, and I thank you for your attention.
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